Anesthetic management for cardiac transplantation in North America--1986 survey.
Cardiac transplantation has become an established part of the therapy of end-stage heart disease. The number of cardiac transplants performed, as well as the number of centers performing them, has increased dramatically in the past 2 years. A paucity of literature on the anesthetic management of patients undergoing cardiac transplantation prompted this survey of 46 United States and Canadian institutions. The report summarizes the perioperative anesthetic management of a total of 1,273 transplant recipients in 34 institutions. Generally, similar anesthetic techniques and agents were used. One notable exception was the percentage of institutions using perioperative pulmonary artery catheter monitoring. As determined from this survey, right ventricular failure remains the leading cause of inability to terminate cardiopulmonary bypass in this patient population. Further, in surveyed institutions, cardiac transplantation expends more physician as well as hospital resources per patient than coronary artery bypass surgery.